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1In the past 12 years, Professor John Hay AC, has had the most profound influence on many areas of the University 
of Queensland and in particular has had a significant impact on the buildings and grounds of the St Lucia, Ipswich 
and Gatton campuses.
His outstanding vision, creativity, and innovation, as well as his expertise and wisdom, have led to the transformation 
and enhancement of all the campuses. If we look at the St Lucia campus, we note that the style of architecture 
has changed markedly in the last decade with exciting new buildings which are the envy of other universities. The 
magnificent Art Museum, the impressive Institute for Molecular Bioscience, and the Eleanor Schonell Bridge are just 
some of the recent productions that enhance the campus.
The Vice-Chancellor and Alasdair McClintock, Director of Property and Facilities, have made a formidable team and 
there are now many special landscapes around the University where people can go to relax, to reflect, to be at peace, 
or to be with friends.
Professor Hay will leave a legacy in many spheres of UQ life, and especially he has given students, staff, and visitors 
to the University an almost overwhelming sense of beauty, pleasure, and joy.
He will be greatly missed as a member of the Buildings and Grounds Committee, and we thank him for his superb 
leadership.   
~ Dr Mary Mahoney AO, Chair, B&G Committee
B&G Committee –  Back row (left to right):    Professor Mark Gould, Professor Michael Keniger, Professor Trevor Grigg, Dr John Fenwick, Ms 
Judith Bell, Professor John de Jersey AM.  Front row (left to right):    Ms Vivienne Binns (Secretary), Professor John Hay AC, Dr Mary Mahoney 
AO (Chair), Ms Julie-Ann Campbell.   Absent at time of photo:  Sir Llew Edwards AC,  Mr Alasdair McClintock.
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Revealing the Genius Loci
It is well understood that the anxiety levels of Professors of Architecture increase dramatically when a new Vice-
Chancellor makes it known that he has a significant interest in landscape and architecture.  Professor Hay made it clear 
soon after taking up his position as Vice-Chancellor that he found many of the buildings at the St Lucia campus inferior 
at best, execrable at worst – including a few held dear by architects as evidenced by their award winning status.
I clearly remember a design approval meeting for the proposed General Purpose South building early in Professor 
Hay’s term in which he stunned all present by asking “where is the sandstone”?  Such had been the constrained nature 
of capital works budgets that quality materials such as sandstone had long been expunged from consideration.  
The question signalled a fundamental concern to reinforce the identity and character of the University rather than 
flagging a literal expectation that we retreat to a masonry tradition of hewn stone for the many buildings to come.
Although budgets remained tightly defined, architectural references to “sandstone” became de-rigueur for most design 
proposals from that point on… sandstone plinths, sandstone paths, sandstone trims, sandstone coloured concrete… 
and occasionally, as with the QBP auditorium, the sandstone cladding of a complete building element.  The most token 
response was made in the addition to the Student Union building facing Campbell Place where the columns acquired 
sandstone “shin-pads” in deferential acknowledgment of the columned arcade of the Great Court opposite.
The signals sent by the Vice-Chancellor reverberated in other ways – the Buildings and Grounds Committee was 
elevated to become a significant force with the presence of the Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor and the Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (International and Development) as members.  Far greater attention was given to the space between 
buildings and expectations were raised concerning design quality.  
This explicit increase in ambition for the environment of UQ’s campuses coincided with the success in winning funding 
for a series of significant research buildings comprising the Sir James Foots Building, the Queensland Biosciences 
Precinct, the AIBN and the Queensland Brain Institute, together with the UQ Centre, and the creation of a fitting home 
for the University of Queensland Art Museum in the former Mayne Hall, now the James and Amelia Mayne Centre. 
Along with the General Purpose Buildings 3 and 4, these buildings represent the backbone of the most significant 
capital works program of any Australian university in recent years.  They are largely linked by a common palette of 
materials and colours that serve to define, enhance and enrich a coherent sense of place and identity especially for 
the St Lucia campus.  
The same expectations and ambitions helped shape the transformation of the former Challinor Centre at Ipswich into 
a distinctive and high quality campus from its unprepossessing predecessor.
Above all else, emphasis has been placed on the spaces between buildings as being of special importance in enhancing 
the experience for students, staff and visitors alike. 
St Lucia in particular enjoys a campus landscape which is the envy of many universities across Australia and 
internationally. The increased linkage created by the construction of the Eleanor Schonell  Bridge has ensured 
that the wider community has increased access to one of the most significant and enjoyable cultural landscapes in 
Queensland.
As an architect, it has given me particular pleasure to be included in the guidance of many aspects of design during 
Professor Hay’s term and to share with many others in the revealing of the special nature of our built and natural places 
brought about by his perception and foresight, thus ensuring that UQ will offer a special place to foster reflection, 
imagination and enquiry for generations to come.
~ Professor Michael Keniger, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic)
3The Hay Days
A number of us would claim that we were the first to have the idea to compile a photographic record of the building 
work at The University of Queensland when Professor Hay was Vice-Chancellor. However, I think it fair to say that, in 
these twelve years, like-minded people have been allowed, indeed encouraged, to work together as a team. Therefore, 
in many cases, as with the idea of this ‘Scrapbook’, a number of us were thinking the same thoughts concurrently.
Prior to 1996 the architecture at the University was generally determined by functionality and cost. At times it appears 
that little interest was expressed in the aesthetic value of a building. Furthermore, a project was considered in isolation 
with minimal thought for context or the space between the buildings, and reference to the Site Development Plan 
was sporadic.
When I was employed in 1989 as a project manager, it was Peter O’Gorman, Department of Architecture, who urged me 
to consider the space between the Molecular Biosciences, Ritchie and Gehrmann buildings. It was only by extending 
the site boundaries and the budget allocation to ‘site works’ on the building projects that we managed to achieve 
something. We carried out a similarly covert exercise during the construction of Therapies Anatomy Stage 3.  
The recognition and creation of ‘positive space’ became an important issue when Peter O’Gorman and Ron Brown, 
Department of Geographical Sciences & Planning, were assisting Ross Meakin and me to revise the Site Development 
Plan in 1995. They were nervous times as there were plans to build a sports complex, technology transfer park and a 
conference centre with associated accommodation on various parts of the campus that we felt should be preserved 
as open space.
Furthermore, we had no idea how our ideas would be received by the incoming Vice-Chancellor, Professor John Hay. 
One of the first things he asked me was: ‘What do you think about building this technology park on that oval?’, ‘Not 
much,’ I mumbled warily.
Suddenly the Site Development Plan was no longer a document being produced in a backroom and destined to be 
ignored after publication. It was Professor John Hay’s suggestion that we should present it as a video to the Buildings 
& Grounds Committee, the Senate and the public. We turned to Ron Drynan in Media and Information for assistance 
and the film he produced was stunning, capturing everybody’s attention and imagination resulting in many comments 
and suggestions. 
In the 13th March 1996 edition of the University News, Professor Hay wrote: 
The University’s primary objectives of teaching and community service do not include the 
building of monuments, but neither do they justify the construction of teaching factories.
Achieving the highest standards of excellence in teaching and research is undoubtedly 
facilitated by an aesthetically pleasing workplace.
The St Lucia campus has, at its centre, an Australian icon: The Great Court and the buildings 
that surround it. Elsewhere on the campus, we have some architecturally consistent precincts 
and some one-off buildings of dubious merit. And all of these are located within a riverside 
setting of astonishing beauty, with trees and gardens that not only integrate the campus but 
modify (or even conceal) some architectural disasters.
With hindsight, it is easy to see what might have been different if only funds had been 
unlimited. But we have obligations to the present and to posterity to ensure that the built 
environment of St Lucia campus is coherently and systematically enhanced, and to ensure 
that learning and delight are as close together as possible.
One of my roles as Vice-Chancellor will be to help this process gain momentum.
In 1996 I don’t believe any of us, other than Professor Hay, had an inkling of what we were in for during the next twelve 
years. The University undertook a capital building program like never  before. This included the development of a new 
campus at Ipswich, three major research institutes at St Lucia and a host of other building projects. 
Having a vision is one thing, turning it into reality is another. When it comes to a building program, that means 
generating the capital. Professor Hay’s ability to raise the necessary funds matched the vision. Many of the projects 
were partially funded by the State Government through the Smart State Initiative, and by the Federal Government. 
There was however one person whose generosity to the University has been staggering. He is the philanthropist, 
Chuck Feeney. 
... continued next page
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I often wonder where the University would be if Jim Soorley, the then Lord Mayor, hadn’t introduced John Hay to Chuck 
Feeney. They met at the bar in the Irish Club downtown Brisbane, a pad whose décor reminds many a migrant of the 
Mail Boat that plied from Dun Laoghaire to Holyhead. The only difference being the Irish Club doesn’t rock. However, 
it was there and then a friendship was struck from which the University has been a major beneficiary.
You may have the vision and secure the funds, but you also need the will of the workers. Although I say it myself, I 
don’t believe we would have succeeded with the building program and landscaping if it weren’t for the dedication and 
passion of the staff of Property & Facilities. Peter Sampson and his project managers have undertaken the building 
program with a zeal and dedication second to none. Geoff Dennis and his team have embraced the landscape 
management plans for all the campuses and the results have been spectacular.  
Of course someone has to interpret the vision and produce the designs, and we have been fortunate to work with many 
talented architects and engineers whose work is shown in the following pages. I am indebted personally to Professor 
Michael Keniger whom I call upon for advice when I can no longer see the woods from the trees. There is no doubt 
that his perspicacious tact has saved us a number of times from disaster when dealing with didactic architects.
Indeed the results have been due to teamwork – a somewhat remarkable phenomenon at a University. The Space 
Planning and Management Committee, chaired by Professor Trevor Grigg, have been fully committed to achieving 
value at competitive prices rather than the cheapest option. Furthermore, there is a commitment to fund the ongoing 
operations and maintenance, something that many institutions seem to forget. 
Finally there is the Buildings and Grounds Committee, the sub-committee of Senate, chaired by Dr. Mary Mahoney 
for the last eight years. Some say that this is the most enlightened committee ever in the life of the University. I can 
believe it. Dr. Mahoney chairs the Committee with the diplomacy and mettle that is required to allow the architects 
to present their schemes with confidence and to wind up the meetings at a reasonable hour. The members of the 
Committee are uncannily perceptive and inevitably home in on any weakness in a scheme. They are focused on 
outcome and they have yet to let us ‘put one over’.
For all of us involved it has been a busy but wonderful twelve years, due to a man of vision with a loyalty to his 
colleagues. I make no excuse for the naff title ‘The Hay Days’ for that’s what they have been. Others in the future can 
decide as to the successes and failures of the period. As we say, in our most recent Site Development Plan, our goal 
has simply been to promote the civilising powers of architecture and nothing else.
~  Alasdair McClintock, Director, Property& Facilities Division
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Queensland Brain Institute – QBI
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Australian Institute for Bioengineering &Nanotechnology – AIBN
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Queensland Bioscience Precinct – QBP
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Sir James Foots Building
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Biological Sciences Library
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James & Mary Emelia Mayne Centre
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UQ Centre
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General Purpose North 3
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General Purpose North 4
27
General Purpose South
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Chemistry – levels 5-7 & 10
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Steele – Earth Sciences Refurbishment
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JD Story – Business Services
31
JD Story – Student Centre
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Central & Duhig Library
33
Lakeside Walkway
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Campbell Place
35
Chancellors Place
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Alumni Forecourt / Radon Laboratory
37
Michie Forecourt
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Engineering Learning Centre – 
Hawken Engineering
Parnell Lecture Theatre
UQ Projects:  St Lucia
39
Kathleen Lambourne Conference Facility
Colin Clark development of roof area
Central Glasshouse Building
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Richards - Fire stairsChemistry  fume cupboard flues Otto Hirschfeld staircase
Sir William MacGregor Building
Beehouse facility Human Movement Studies
UQ Projects:  St Lucia
41
JD Story external colours
Skerman Roof
Collaborative Design Laboratory
Conifer Knoll carpark
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UQ Projects:  St Lucia
Arts Faculty
Chemistry Podium
43
Centre for Marine Studies
Gordon Greenwood – level 6
Sunshark
UQ Traffic & Parking Office
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Grandstand Oval 5
Beach Volleyball 
Wep Harris Pavilion 
Oval 2/3 Pavilion/Canteen 
Pavilion Oval 7 Eric Freeman Boatshed
Oval 5 Athletics Facility / Running Track
UQ Projects:     St Lucia
45
Eleanor Schonell Bridge (Brisbane City Council project)
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UQ St Lucia Campus
47
48
U
Q
   
P
R
O
JE
C
T
S
   
-  
 T
H
E
   
H
A
Y
   
D
AY
S
   
-  
 1
99
6-
20
07
   
IPSWICH CAMPUS
49
Ipswich Activity Centre
UQ Projects:    Ipswich
IPSWICH CAMPUS
UQ Boilerhouse 
Community Engagement Centre
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Ipswich Resource Centre
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Ipswich Buildings
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UQ Ipswich Campus
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GATTON CAMPUS
57
Centre for Advanced Animal Science – CAAS
GATTON CAMPUS
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 Environmental Park
Research Greenhouse
UQ Projects:  Gatton
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Equine Reproduction Facility
Bldg 8103A – Animal Health Laboratory
Centre for Pesticide Application and 
Safety (CPAS) –  Wind Tunnel
Rain Out Shelters
School of Natural & Rural Systems Management – NRSM
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UQ Gatton Campus
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HERSTON
63
ES Meyers Lecture Theatre
Public Health Building
UQ Projects Herston
Mayne Medical School
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UQ Centre for Clinical Research – UQCCR
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UQ Projects Herston
Centre of National Research on
Disability and Rehabilitation
Medicine  – CONROD
Medical Education
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OTHER SITES
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UQ Projects Other Sites
UQ Business School – Downtown
Rockhampton Rural Clinical Division 
Student Accommodation
69
Customs House Brasserie
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Heron  Island
71
Moreton Bay Research Station
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Pharmacy Australia Centre of Excellence – PACE, PA Hospital
School of Veterinary Sciences –
Gatton
... in the pipeline...
73
Clinical Sciences Building – Herston
Toowoomba Rural Clinical Division Teaching & Office Building
Compiled by Alasdair McClintock & Lyn Griffiths

